$4              The Campaign of Pdnipat.
before us, we shall find the disciplined troops doing all that could fairly be expected of them under Asiatic leaders, but failing for want of numbers, and of generalship.
On arriving at Dehli, the Bhao surrounded the citadel in which was situated the palace of the emperors. It was tenanted by a weak Musalmuu force, which had been hastily thrown in u<oder the command of a nephew of Sh&h Wall KhSn, the Daurani vazir. After a brief bombardment, this garrison capitulated, and the Bhao took possession and plundered the last remaining effects of the emperors, including the silver ceiling of the diw&n, khds, which was thrown into the meltiug pot and furnished seventeen lakhs of rupees (JPlfC^OOO.)
Ahmad, in the meantime, was cantoned at Anupshahi, on the frontier of the Kohilla country, where he was compelled to remain while-his negotiations with ShujaS, were pending. It was now the middle of 1760, and the rainy season was at hand, during which, in an unbridged country, military operations could not be carried on. All the more needful that the time of enforced leisure should be given to preparation. Najib, the head of the Rohillas, was very urgent with the Shdh that Shujaa should be persuaded to take part against the Mahrattas. He pointed out that, such as the Mughal empire might be, Shuj&a was its vazir. As Ahmad Shah had hitherto been foiled by the kte Naw&b Safdar Jang, it was for his majesty to judge how useful might be the friendship of a potentate whose predecessor's hostility had been so formidable. " But/' added the prudent Rohilla, " it must be remembered that the . recollection of the past will make the vazir timorous and suspicious. The negotiation will be as delicate as important. It should not be entrusted to ordinary agency, or to the impersonal channel of epistolary correspondence/'
The Shdh approved of these reasonings, and it was resolved that Nftjib himself should visit the vazir, and lay before him the cause which, he so well understood, and in which his own interest was so deep. The envoy proceeded towards Oudh, and found the vazir encamped upon the Ganges at Mehndi Gh&t. He lost no time in opening the matter; and, with the good sense that always characterised him, Najib touched at once the potent spring of self. Shia or Sunni, all Moslems were alike the object of Mahratta enmity. He, Najib, knew full well what to expect, ahould the Hindu league prevail But would the t vazir fare better? *' Though, after all, the will of God will be done, it behoves us not the less to help destiny to be beneficent by our owa b&st endeavours. Think carefully, consult Her Highness, your mother. I am hot fond of trouble, and should not have come all this distance to see Your Excellency were I not deeply interested,"